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Message from the Chair
By Lucas Sutherland

The agriculture 
sector in 
western Canada 
has been 
challenging 
over the past 
few years. 
Weather 
is always 
a concern, 

but markets appear to be caught in 
long term troughs. These markets 
are frequently being impacted by 
international trade issues, making the 
markets even more unpredictable. 
This environment is not only difficult 
on farmers, but on other parts of 
the agriculture sector as well. This 
hit home recently when a larger 
canaryseed purchaser applied for 
creditor protection resulting in many 
canaryseed growers being left unpaid.  

Canaryseed is not regulated under 
the Canada Grain Act and as such 
does not fall under the licensing 

requirements of the Canadian Grain 
Commission (CGC). In this most recent 
case of insolvency, the company was 
licensed by the CGC, but security 
provided was against the grains that 
fall under the CGC’s purview. Some 
growers have expressed confusion as 
to how they could not be protected 
as they were dealing with a licensed 
company? In this case, farmers owed 
money for other crops will recoup 
some or all the money, but a farmer 
owed for canaryseed sales will 
likely not. 

The question now being raised is 
“Why is canaryseed not regulated 
by the CGC?” This topic has been 
broached in previous AGM’s, including  
in 2015 when we heard from a Chief 
Commissioner of the CGC. At the 
meeting there wasn’t much resistance 
to the idea, but there wasn’t much 
support either. There seemed to be 
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an attitude of indifference on the subject when it is raised. With these most 
recent events, canaryseed growers might have a more pointed opinion on the 
matter.  

To clarify, it hasn’t been the CGC or present or previous provincial or federal 
governments blocking canaryseed from being regulated by the CGC, a formal 
industry request has never been made. 

As with any decision, there are pros and cons. We plan to have a member of 
the CGC present at the AGM in January to help canaryseed producers decide 
for themselves. The board will go forward with the majority decision. We 
encourage all growers to attend and be part of the discussion.

See page 4 for more information. 

Message from the Chair – continued from front page

CDCS Board of Directors
Back row: CDCS directors Richard Lindsay, Darren Yungmann, Chad 
Haskey, Justin Korte. Front row: Kevin Hursh (executive Director), 
Lucas Sutherland (Chair), Adele Buettner (General Manager).
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Nomination Deadline – October 16 at 12:00 pm
Nominations are being accepted for four director positions on the board of the Canaryseed 
Development Commission of Saskatchewan (CDCS). 

Directors serve a three‐year term and are eligible for re‐election for one further term. The CDCS 
board consists of up to seven elected directors who represent all Saskatchewan canaryseed 
producers and direct the operations and programs of the CDCS. 

Directors are not paid a salary; however, they do receive a per diem for the actual days spent on 
CDCS business. Expenses are also reimbursed. CDCS Directors attend approximately five regular 
board meetings per year and are sometimes called upon to represent the CDCS at meetings 
and major conferences that help shape the canaryseed industry. The total time commitment is 
typically fewer than six days per year. 

To stand for office, nominate, or vote, a person must be a registered producer with the CDCS. 
A registered canaryseed producer is any producer who has had a Saskatchewan canaryseed 
levy deducted in the last three years, and who has not requested a refund in the last year of 
levy payment. All producers selling Saskatchewan‐grown canaryseed to registered buyers are 
automatically registered with the CDCS. 

A registered producer that is a corporation, association, society, farming partnership, producer 
who has sold jointly with another individual or individuals, or any designation other than an 
individual, is entitled to nominate, vote and hold office through a designated representative who 
has been appointed in writing. Completion of a Designated Voting Representative Form 
is required.

Nomination forms as well as Designated Voting Representative forms are available from the CDCS 
office, telephone: 306.975.6624.  Forms are also posted at www.canaryseed.ca.

Completed forms must be received by the Returning Officer no later than 12:00 p.m. (noon) 
on Wednesday, October 16, 2019. Forms need to be signed by three registered canaryseed 
producers. You may want four or five signatures in case someone who signs isn’t actually 
registered. It’s also a good idea to send forms in well before the deadline so any issues can 
be addressed. 

The Returning Officer’s contact information including email, fax and phone number are included 
on the nomination form and completed nominations may be submitted by mail, email or fax.

An election (if required) will be held by mail‐in ballot. New directors officially assume their 
position after the Annual General Meeting, which will be held in Saskatoon, SK, January 13, 2020.
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Canaryseed producers to revisit payment 
protection at upcoming AGM
Kevin Hursh

With ILTA Grain under creditor protection, some canaryseed 
producers are out large sums of money that they are 
unlikely to recoup. While producers of pulse crops and 
other grains are covered for all, or at least some, of their 
unpaid deliveries through the Canadian Grain Commission’s 
licencing and bonding program, canaryseed is not eligible 
for this support. 

The issue of payment protection for canaryseed has been 
raised with producers in the past, but there was no clear 
indication that a majority of producers were in favour of 
proceeding with a request for coverage. 

Licencing and bonding is a cost to the companies buying 
grain and producers in the past have worried about this 
extra cost resulting in lower prices. As well, no official 
grading system has existed for canaryseed and there have 
been concerns about how this might change with Canadian 
Grain Commission involvement. As well, it appeared a 
couple times that the entire licencing and bonding system 
would be revamped. 

In light of the situation with ILTA Grain, the board of 
directors for the Canaryseed Development Commission of 
Saskatchewan will explore the issue again.

A resolution will be presented to the AGM on January 13, 
2020 in Saskatoon so producers can vote on the issue. 
Information will be presented on the pros and cons ahead 
of the vote. producers unable to attend the AGM can make 
their views known in advance by emailing CDCS executive 
director Kevin Hursh – kevin@hursh.ca. 

While the CDCS AGM has always been 
held at the Saskatoon Inn, the location 
is changing in 2020. The AGM will be the 
morning of Monday, January 13 in Hall A of 
Prairieland Park. 

This should be more convenient for growers wanting 
to attend the Crop production Show which opens at 
noon. Lunch will be provided for all those attending the 
Canaryseed meeting. Registered producers will also receive 
a complementary pass to attend the Crop production Show 
on Monday afternoon.
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For the past number of years, there 
have been signals in the canaryseed 
market that supplies are going to 
tighten up and cause prices to rally 
strongly. Instead, bids have generally 
run sideways with an occasional 
bump. Largely that’s because there 
always seems to be a little more 
canaryseed out there than the 
“official” numbers would suggest.
This year, canaryseed bids are starting 
to make a little bit of noise. In fact, 
bids have lately been touching on 
24 cents per pound and that’s the 
highest they’ve been since early 
2016. New‐crop bids have also been 
moving higher since late May. The all‐
important question is whether these 
moves are just another head fake 
or whether they’re signaling a real 
change in the market.

even though they are prone to 
“statistical error”, the StatsCan 
2019 acreage number is a clue 
that canaryseed supplies have the 
potential to tighten up. In late June, 

StatsCan’s survey results showed 
seeded area at 188,000 acres, 11% 
less than last year. That’s the fourth 
straight year of shrinking acreage, if 
the numbers are to be believed.
The second part of the equation is the 
2019 yield and that has even more 
questions than usual. The crop reports 
from Saskatchewan Agriculture have 
been showing very poor conditions for 
canaryseed through the first part of 
the growing season. As of July 1, only 
15% of canaryseed was rated good 
or excellent, far below the 10‐year 
average of 58% and the worst rating in 
our records going back to 2003. 
even if these ratings are too 
pessimistic and conditions have 
improved since then, achieving an 
average yield in 2019 would be a real 
stretch. even if we just use the 5‐year 
average yield on the acreage reported 
by StatsCan, production would drop 
below 100,000 tonnes. And if yields 
end up 15% below average, 2019 
production would drop closer to 
80,000 tonnes.

A small 2019 crop is only one part 
of the supply picture. The old‐crop 
carryover from 2018/19 will also be 
reduced. There’s no way of estimating 
just how much unreported canaryseed 
is out in farmers’ bins, but we expect 
2018/19 ending stocks will be lower 
than the last few years, compounding 
the tighter supply situation. 
As always, a certain amount of healthy 
skepticism is needed when looking 
at the StatsCan survey results for 
canaryseed. If the old‐crop carryover 
and the 2019 crop are really that 
small, the combination would mean 
some serious rally potential. But 
we’ve learned (the hard way) that 
while things can look a certain way 
“on paper”, it doesn’t always work 
out that way. price changes are still 
the clearest signal that the situation 
is really shifting and, based on these 
criteria (along with the supporting 
evidence), it appears that 2019/20 will 
be a stronger year for the canaryseed 
market.

Canaryseed Market Outlook
Chuck Penner, LeftField Commodity Research
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The CDCS is a member of the Diverse 
Field Crops Cluster (DFCC). The DFCC’s 
purpose is to support the research 
and development of high‐potential, 
specialty crops: flax, camelina, 
canaryseed, sunflower, hemp, quinoa 
and mustard. Led by Ag‐West Bio and 
with funding from Agriculture and 
Agri‐Food’s Canadian Agricultural 
partnership (AAFC‐CAp) program 
and industry partners, DFCC aligns 
industry and research stakeholders 
to seize market opportunities and 
accelerate the acreage and market 
returns of these crops. 

One of the fifteen research activities 
within the DFCC research portfolio is 
focused on canaryseed. The objective 
of this four year (2018‐2022) research 
activity is to evaluate the storage 
stability of canaryseed groats and 
flours and to determine how thermal 
processes can mitigate potential 
rancidity, enhance ingredient stability 
and affect the sensory, functional 
and microbial quality of canaryseed 
groats and flours. Research results 
will provide the food industry with a 
better understanding of canaryseed’s 
functionality and stability and lead to 
greater adoption by the food industry. 

Brown and yellow varieties of 
canaryseed are being grown by 
Dr. pierre Hucl’s team at the Crop 
Development Centre (university of 
Saskatchewan) with the value added 
research being led by Dr. Nancy Ames 
at AAFC Winnipeg. Research partners 
include the university of Manitoba, the 
Manitoba Food Development Centre 
and InfraReady products (Saskatoon). 

In addition to the AAFC‐CAp funding, 
CDSC is partnering with InfraReady 
products Ltd. and Western Grains 
Research Foundation to provide the 
industry contributions to the activity.

Food grade canaryseed research through 
Diverse Field Crops Cluster
Carol Ann Patterson
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Registered Canaryseed Buyers
These are companies registered with Levy Central for the collection of canaryseed levy. The 
licencing and bonding provisions of the Canadian Grain Commission for producer payment 
protection do not apply to canaryseed.

Agritel Grain Ltd 
pO Box 808 
Beausejour MB R0e 0C0 
T: 204‐268‐1415 
F: 204‐268‐3805

All Commodities (AC) 
Trading Ltd 
1600 2 Mile Road 
Winnipeg MB R2N 4K1 
T: 204‐339‐8001 
F: 204‐339‐8002

Alliance Pulse Processors Inc 
DBA A G T Foods Canada 
6200 east primrose Green Dr 
Regina SK S4V 3L7 
T: 844‐248‐4AGT

Besco Grain Ltd 
PO Box 1390 
Carman MB R0G 0J0 
T: 204‐745‐3662
F: 204‐745‐2965

Bornhorst Seeds Ltd 
pO Box 71 
St Gregor SK S0K 3x0 
T: 306‐366‐2158 
F: 306‐366‐2220

Broadgrain Commodities Inc 
900‐18 King St E 
Toronto ON M5C 1C4 
T: 416‐504‐0070 ext. 326 
F: 416‐504‐0080

CanPulse Foods Ltd 
100‐318 Wellman Lane 
Saskatoon SK S7T 0J1 
T: 306‐931‐7775 
F: 306‐931‐7850

Clancy Seeds Ltd 
153 1st St Se pO Box 637 
Carrot River SK S0e 0L0 
T: 306‐768‐3566 
F: 306‐768‐3599

Commodious Trading Inc 
1205 Maple Rd 
North Saanich BC V8L 5P7 
T: 250‐642‐7807 
F: 778‐426‐1807

Export Packers Co Ltd 
107 Walker Dr 
Brampton ON L6T 5K5 
T: 905‐792‐9700 ext. 4240 
F: 905‐792‐7421

Fill-More Seeds Inc 
pO Box 70 
Fillmore SK S0G 1N0 
T: 306‐722‐3353 
F: 306‐722‐3328

Globeways Canada Inc 
2570 Matheson Blvd e 
Mississauga ON L4W 4Z3 
T: 905‐712‐1010

GrainEx International Ltd 
108 Broadway St pO Box 7 
Sedley SK S0G 4K0 
T: 306‐885‐2288 
F: 306‐885‐2039

Maviga N A Inc 
209‐845 Broad St 
Regina SK S4R 8G9 
T: 306‐721‐8900

Natural Specialty Crops 
Co U L C 
RR 2 pO Box 4 LCD Main 
Regina SK S4p 2Z2 
T: 306‐522‐2293 
F: 204‐480‐4533

Paterson Grain 
22nd Floor 333 Main St 
Winnipeg MB R3C 4e2 
T: 204‐956‐2090 
F: 204‐947‐2386

Prime Seeds International Inc 
502‐535 Thurlow St 
Vancouver BC V6E 3L2 
T: 604‐990‐2500 
F: 604‐990‐2520

Rudy Agro Ltd 
pO Box 100 
Outlook SK S0L 2N0 
T: 306‐867‐8667

S S Johnson Seeds Ltd 
pO Box 3000 
Arborg MB R0C 0A0 
T: 204‐376‐5228

Scoular Canada Ltd 
1110‐10201 Southport Rd SW 
Calgary AB T2W 4X9 
T: 587‐349‐5080

Seaboard Special Crops 
205‐2595 Quance St E 
Regina SK S4V 2Y8 
T: 306‐565‐3904 
F: 306‐565‐3912

SNTAJ Inc 
1503‐49 Thorncliffe P D R 
Toronto ON M4H 1J6 
T: 205‐304‐3769 
F: 207‐447‐1173

Soraj Holdings Inc 
12236 72nd Ave 
Surrey BC V3W 2M2 
T: 778‐723‐0700

Victoria Pulse Trading Corp 
600‐850 West Hastings St 
Vancouver BC V6C 1E1 
T: 604‐733‐1094 
F: 604‐733‐1097

Viterra Inc. 
2625 Victoria Ave 
Regina SK S4T 7T9 
Local Viterra
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THE CANARYSEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MISSION: 
To coordinate research and market use expansion for the advancement of 
the canaryseed industry for the benefit of growers and other stakeholders.

The Canaryseed Development Commission of Saskatchewan 
was established in 2006 under the Agri-Food Act, 2004.

CANARYSEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION OF SASKATCHEWAN (CDCS) 
& THE CANARYSEED ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (CAC)

Office Hours Kevin Hursh, Executive Director 
Monday to Friday Hursh Consulting & Communications 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tel: 306.933.0138 
 kevin@hursh.ca

CDCS Office Adele Buettner, General Manager 
Bay 6A - 3602 Taylor Street East AgriBiz Communications Corp. 
Saskatoon, SK  S7H 5H9 P: 306.975.6624 
 F: 306.244.4497
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