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Message from the Chair
Lucas Sutherland

For most, this 
year’s harvest 
was a long, 
drawn out 
affair. It can 
be frustrating 
waiting for 
a suitable 
window to take 
the crop off. 
Do you thresh 

the grain tough now to ensure it gets 
off? Decisions are easy to critique with 
hindsight, but difficult to make in the 
moment. A parallel can be drawn to 
marketing Canary seed. For some it 
can be a long, drawn out affair, lasting 
years. With prices finally breaking 
above their lethargic trading range of 
recent years, do you capitalize on this 
price or risk waiting for an even more 
profitable price? These decisions may 
be easy to make with hindsight, but 
unfortunately in the moment...

In the most recent acreage reports, a 
substantial drop in Canary seed acres 
has been recorded. The accuracy of 
these reports is often questioned, 
and this is especially true with small 
acreage crops. Even among small 

acreage crops, Canary seed report 
inaccuracies can be egregious. This 
is often demonstrated in mysterious 
negative carry numbers at year’s 
end, requiring upward revision of 
production numbers from years past. 
With all these past revisions, it is clear 
that nobody knows what is in farmers’ 
bins and when they will run empty. 
Could this be the year?  

At our most recent directors’ meeting, 
there were stories of Canary seed 
produced many years ago finally 
coming to market. Retired farmers 
began marketing that last bin of 
Canary because the price reached 
their round-numbered target price. It 
will be interesting to see how far this 
rally goes; will more forgotten bins of 
Canary come to market? How many 
farmers have a forty-cent target price? 
It is clear from the pre-harvest rally 
that buyers wanted to get ahead of the 
market rather than being caught short. 
Time will tell if the high is already in 
the market when we are critiquing 
all our decisions with the power of 
hindsight.

COnTInuED On nExT pAGE
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Lucas Sutherland, Chair
PO Box 37, Eston, SK  S0L 1N0
Cell: 306-962-7279
lucas_sutherland@hotmail.com

Darren Yungmann, Vice-Chair
Box 63, St. Gregor, SK  S0K 3X0
Tel: 306-366-4733
Cell: 306-231-8733
djyungmann@sasktel.net

Chad Haskey
Box 729, Wadena, SK  S0A 4J0
Cell: 306-338-9580
chadhaskey@sasktel.net

Justin Korte
Box 262, Muenster, SK  S0K 2Y0
Tel: 1-306-682-1429
Cell: 1-306-231-8915
justinkorte1@hotmail.com

Richard Lindsay
Box 368, Arborfield, SK  S0E 0A0
Tel: 306-769-8634
Cell: 306-263-3269
r.lindsay@sasktel.net

ADVISORS

Pierre Hucl
51 Campus Drive, Saskatoon, SK  S0H 2J0
Cell: 306-966-8667
pierre.hucl@usask.ca

Bill May
PO Box 760, Indian Head, SK  S0G 2K0
Cell: 306-695-5225 
william.may@agr.gc.ca

David Nobbs
Box 339, Saskatoon, SK  S7K 3L3
Cell: 306-460-9272 
dmnobbs@gmail.com

EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR

Kevin Hursh
566 Adilman Drive, Saskatoon, SK  S7K 7H5
Tel: 306-933-0138
Cell: 306-222-0238 
kevin@hursh.ca

CSDCS OFFICE

Adele Buettner, General Manager
AgriBiz Communications Corp. 
Bay 6A – 3602 Taylor Street East 
Saskatoon, SK  S7H 5H9
Tel: 306-975-6624 
office@agribiz.ca

At our upcoming AGM in January we will have a representative from the 
Canadian Grain Commission present to answer questions regarding including 
Canary seed in the Canada Grain Act. This would require Canary seed buyers 
to be licensed and bonded, offering some protection for sellers bringing new 
and old Canary seed to market. Rising prices will undoubtedly cause a rise in 
acres this next spring. With more acres, some farmers may want to mitigate 
their risk by having added protection when marketing their grain. All factors 
need to be weighed when making this decision. If you would like to have a 
voice in this matter, we encourage you to attend.  

Message from the Chair – continued from front page

Meet incoming director 
Stuart Lawrence 

I was raised on a grain farm south of 
Rosetown, where I live today with my 
wife, Renee. I am the fourth generation of 
my family to farm there. 

After high school, I attended SIAST 
and the university of Saskatchewan 
and earned diplomas in Agricultural 
Machinery Technician and Vocational 
Agriculture. When I started farming 
in 1989, our farm was already well 
established as a zero till operation 

committed to conserving our soil resources. I was an early adopter of 
precision ag and have been using GpS technology on our farm since 
1996. Our grain farm continues to use technology to make data-based 
decisions to reduce costs and environmental impact. 

During my career, I have held off-farm positions in broadcasting and 
print media, and most recently in sales as a Territory Manager travelling 
western Canada. now focused solely on our 2,700-acre farming 
operation, I am learning new soil health management techniques such 
as intercropping and companion cropping while continuing to have a 
diverse rotation including barley, peas, lentils, Canary seed, flax 
and canola. 

Our farm has transitioned from the third to the fourth generation and 
we are early in the process of making sure there is an opportunity to 
transition to my fifteen-year-old son. My hobbies include watching my 
son play elite level hockey and tinkering on old trucks.
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Four positions were open on the CSDCS board of directors and the deadline for nominations was October 16, 2019. Four 
nominations were received, but two remained incomplete at the deadline and could not be accepted by the Returning Officer.  
Two nominations were verified. 

Chad Haskey is returning to the board of directors and there will be one new director on the board, Stuart Lawrence of 
Rosetown, who will assume his position following the AGM on January 13, 2020.

Lucas Sutherland has served the maximum number of concurrent terms (two terms of three years) as director and will leave the 
board following the AGM.  We are grateful to Lucas for the time and energy he has devoted to CSDCS and wish him all the best.

Monday, January 13, 2020
Hall A, prairieland park
• No charge to attend – Lunch provided
• Registered Canary seed producers receive free admission to Crop Production Show for 

Monday afternoon

8:30	 Registration

8:50 Opening Remarks and Announcements

9:00 Agronomic Update

 Bill May, AAFC Indian Head 
Micronutrient and Crop Sequencing Trials

 Tyler Wist, AAFC Saskatoon 
Aphid Economic Threshold Research

9:50 Canary Seed and the Canadian Grain Commission 
Patti Miller, Chief Commissioner, Canadian Grain Commission

10:30 Coffee

10:45	 CSDCS	Annual	Business	Meeting

 Notice of Resolution 
Be it resolved that the Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan formally 
requests that Canary seed be included as an official crop under the Canada Grains Act, 
thereby bringing it under the licencing and bonding provisions of the Canadian Grain 
Commission.

11:20	 Market	Outlook:	Canary	Seed	and	Competing	Crops 
Chuck Penner, LeftField Commodity Research

12:00 Lunch

CSDCS Election Results
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2019 SCIC Acres Seeded

Includes Commercial, Pedigreed and Organic Acres 
As reported on Seeded Acreage Reports 

Minimum of 2 customers and 400 acres required per CD

August 8, 2019
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Trying to sort the fact from fiction 
for the Canary seed market is always 
a challenge and this year has been 
no exception. For whatever reason, 
StatsCan has a hard time nailing down 
its production estimates, which are the 
starting point for getting a handle on 
the supply situation.

The chart below shows that StatsCan’s 
production estimates last year were 
quite stable through the growing 
season, even in the December 
production estimate. However, at 
some point, after that “final” 2018 
production number, StatsCan added 
another 40,000 tonnes to the total, 
for an anticipated final estimate of 
158,000 tonnes. 

In 2019, StatsCan began with a 
shockingly low production number 
based on an unprecedented number of 
acres that were somehow lost between 
seeding and harvest. now that the 
“final” December number is available, 
we see that the crop has somehow 
expanded by more than 50%, from 
80,000 tonnes in September to 
125,000 tonnes in December. So, you’ll 

forgive me if I’m a little skeptical.

If this 125,000 tonne production 
estimate is accurate, it would be 
the smallest Canary seed crop since 
2001/02. Of course, we must also 
add in the usual “phantom” Canary 
seed production, likely close to 20,000 
tonnes.

When we combine this 2019 crop 
with the old-crop carryover, Canary 
seed supplies in 2019/20 would be 
the smallest since 2011/12. Already 
in late summer, signs of tightening 
supplies were showing up, with bids 
really taking off once the harvest got 
underway. By mid-October, bids closer 
to 30 cents were quite common and 
that is the highest they have been since 
March 2008. 

Besides the smaller Canary seed 
supplies, strong export demand has 
been an important driver of the higher 
bids this fall. Through the first quarter 
of 2019/20, Canary seed exports have 
topped 40,000 tonnes, the first time 
they have done so since 2014/15. 
Mexico is still the largest customer and 

has been buying at a stronger pace. 
Indonesia is back as a significant buyer 
as well. But it’s not just those two 
countries; several smaller customers 
across many continents have increased 
their purchases.

The tighter supplies mean export 
volumes will likely decline in the 
coming months, simply due to lack 
of availability. under this type of 
scenario, prices will firm up further 
as buyers seek out dwindling on-farm 
inventories. Typically, Canary seed bids 
tend to move sideways through the 
middle of winter before rising ahead 
of the spring shipping season out of 
Thunder Bay. This type of timing will 
likely be the case again in 2019/20.

Looking further ahead, Canary seed 
bids in the 30-cent ballpark will almost 
certainly encourage considerably 
more acreage in 2020. This outlook 
should provide some clues about how 
to market the rest of the 2019 crop 
as well as forward contracting for 
2020/21.

Canary Seed Market Outlook
Chuck Penner, LeftField Commodity Research

StatsCan	Canary	Seed	Production	Estimates
Average Canary Seed Bid – Saskatchewan



The Canary Seed News

6

Management Report
Kevin Hursh, Executive Director and Adele Buettner, General Manager

There were two big stories in the Canary seed sector this 
year: one was bad news and the other good. 

The bad news was the failure of ILTA Grain, leaving farmers 
unpaid. This is especially troubling since Canary seed is not 
licenced and bonded by the Canadian Grain Commission. 
It appears unlikely that Canary seed producers will 
receive any compensation, and some are out hundreds of 
thousands of dollars. 

The issue of whether Canary seed should be a regulated 
crop covered under the Canada Grains Act has been 
discussed at past AGMs, but there has never been a 
clear indication that producers support a change. Some 
worried that the licencing and bonding costs of purchasing 
companies would be passed along to producers as lower 
bids. Others worried about the Canadian Grain Commission 
instituting unwanted grades. Furthermore, producers 
unpaid for other crops have not always recouped all of 
their money anyway. 

In light of the ILTA issue, the AGM on January 13 will 
deal again with the issue of licencing and bonding. A 
resolution will be presented so that registered producers 
can vote on the issue, thereby providing guidance to the 
board of directors. 

please note that the AGM will be in Hall A of prairieland 
park for the first time. Registered Canary seed growers 
will receive a complimentary ticket to the Crop production 
Show at prairieland for the Monday afternoon.

The good news in Canary seed is the improvement in 
prices. In mid-harvest, prices improved to the 30-cent a 
pound range and, for a change, the improved value wasn’t 
fleeting. For producers with decent yields, Canary seed 
profitability has improved dramatically. 

On the research side, the development of new varieties 
continues at the university’s Crop Development Centre 
and the commission continues its support of this work 
spearheaded by pierre Hucl. unfortunately, dry conditions 
this past spring meant poor emergence at the university’s 
plots in and around Saskatoon and that hampered progress 
in 2019.

Meanwhile, Bill May of Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
at Indian Head continued his work on micronutrients, crop 
sequencing and the economic threshold for aphid control. 

Development of the human food market for dehulled 
glabrous Canary seed has been frustratingly slow. De-
hulling capacity is limited and no marketing champion has 
emerged. However, the commission continues to support 
projects aimed at facilitating human food consumption. 

Through the work of the Saskatchewan Food Centre, we 
now have a better handle on the shelf life of dehulled seed 
as well as flour. nutrition fact sheets are posted at www.
canaryseed.ca.  Working through Synthesis Agri-Food 
network, we have determined that Canary seed can be 
sold into the European market for food use without the 
need for further regulatory approvals.

And we have made a decision on branding. If you have a 
sharp eye, you may have noticed that we are now using 
two words and capitalizing the first word when referring 
to the crop. We are going with “Canary seed” rather 
than “canaryseed” in all our literature.  In most scientific 
studies, it has always been two words and that is also the 
requirement for ingredient lists on food products. We are 
also using a capital C to emphasize that Canary seed comes 
from the Canary Islands. This is similar to Brussels sprouts.

Market research has shown that food companies and many 
consumers are not enamored with a name that suggests 
birdseed. In food circles, we will use “Alpiste (Canary seed)” 
since Alpiste is the Spanish name by which many existing 
consumers know the crop. 

Canary seed for food use largely remains a non-factor in 
the marketplace, but with improved prices in the birdseed 
market, it will be interesting to see what happens with 
contract prices for 2020 and whether the seeded acreage 
increases next spring.

We are expecting a good turnout for the AGM which will 
feature a market outlook presentation by Chuck penner of 
Leftfield Commodity Research.  We look forward to seeing 
you there.
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Registered Canary Seed Buyers
These are companies registered with Levy Central for the collection of Canary seed levy. The 
licencing and bonding provisions of the Canadian Grain Commission for producer payment 
protection do not apply to Canary seed. Below is the active buyer list as of December 11, 2019.

Agricom International Inc 
213-828 Harbourside Dr 
north Vancouver BC  V7p 3R9 
T: 604-983-6922

Agritel Grain Ltd 
pO Box 808 
Beausejour MB  R0E 0C0 
T: 204-268-1415 
F: 204-268-3805

All Commodities (AC) 
Trading Ltd 
1600 2 Mile Road 
Winnipeg MB  R2n 4K1 
T: 204-339-8001 
F: 204-339-8002

Alliance Pulse Processors Inc 
DBA A G T Foods Canada 
6200 East primrose Green Dr 
Regina SK  S4V 3L7 
T: 306-525-4490
F: 306-525-4463

Besco Grain Ltd 
pO Box 1390 
Carman MB  R0G 0J0 
T: 204-745-3662
F: 204-745-2965

Bornhorst Seeds Ltd 
pO Box 71 
St Gregor SK  S0K 3x0 
T: 306-366-2158 
F: 306-366-2220

Broadgrain Commodities Inc 
900-18 King  St E 
Toronto On M5C 1C4 
T: 416-504-0070 ext 326 
F: 416-504-0080

CanPulse Foods Ltd 
100-318 Wellman Lane 
Saskatoon SK  S7T 0J1 
T: 306-931-7775 
F: 306-931-7850

Clancy Seeds Ltd 
153 1st St SE pO Box 637 
Carrot River SK  S0E 0L0 
T: 306-768-3566 
F: 306-768-3599

Commodious Trading Inc 
1205 Maple Rd 
north Saanich BC  V8L 5p7 
T: 250-642-7807 
F: 250-483-6499

D G Global West 
8427 160th St 
Surrey BC  V4n 0V6 
T: 604-597-5060 
F: 604-597-4933

Export	Packers	Co	Ltd 
107 Walker Dr 
Brampton On  L6T 5K5 
T: 905-792-9700 ext 4240 
F: 905-792-7421

Fill-More Seeds Inc 
pO Box 70 
Fillmore SK  S0G 1n0 
T: 306-722-3353 
F: 306-722-3328

Globeways Canada Inc 
2570 Matheson Blvd E 
Mississauga On  L4W 4Z3 
T: 905-712-1010 ext 221 
F: 647-439-1335

GrainEx	International	Ltd 
108 Broadway St pO Box 7 
Sedley SK  S0G 4K0 
T: 306-885-2288 
F: 306-885-2039

Maviga N A Inc 
209-845 Broad St 
Regina SK  S4R 8G9 
T: 306-721-8900

Natural Specialty Crops 
Co U L C 
RR 2 pO Box 4 LCD Main 
Regina SK  S4p 2Z2 
T: 306-522-2293 
F: 204-480-4533

Paterson Grain 
22nd Floor 333 Main St 
Winnipeg MB  R3C 4E2 
T: 204-956-2090 
F: 204-947-2386

Prime Seeds International Inc 
502-535 Thurlow St 
Vancouver BC  V6E 3L2 
T: 604-998-3231 
F: 604-990-2520

Purely Canada Foods 
pO Box 56 
Lajord, SK  S0G 2V0 
T: 306-721-7771

Rudy Agro Ltd 
pO Box 100 
Outlook SK  S0L 2n0 
T: 306-867-8667 
F: 306-867-8290

S S Johnson Seeds Ltd 
pO Box 3000 
Arborg MB  R0C 0A0 
T: 204-376-5228 
F: 204-376-2201

Scoular Canada Ltd 
1110-10201 Southport Rd SW 
Calgary AB  T2W 4x9 
T: 587-349-5077

Seaboard Special Crops 
205-2595 Quance St E 
Regina SK  S4V 2Y8 
T: 306-565-3917 
F: 306-565-3912

SNTAJ Inc 
1503-49 Thorncliffe p D R 
Toronto On  M4H 1J6 
T: 205-304-3769 
F: 207-447-1173

Soraj Holdings Inc 
12236 72nd Ave 
Surrey BC  V3W 2M2 
T: 778-723-0700

Victoria Pulse Trading Corp 
600-850 West Hastings St 
Vancouver BC  V6C 1E1 
T: 604-733-1094 
F: 604-733-1097

Viterra Inc. 
2625 Victoria Ave 
Regina SK  S4T 7T9 
Contact local facility
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THE CANARY SEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MISSION: 
To coordinate research and market use expansion for the advancement of the 
Canary seed industry for the benefit of growers and other stakeholders.

The Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan 
was established in 2006 under the Agri-Food Act, 2004.

CANARY SEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION OF SASKATCHEWAN (CSDCS) 
& THE CANARY SEED ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (CSAC)

Office Hours Kevin Hursh, Executive Director 
Monday to Friday Hursh Consulting & Communications 
8:30 a.m. to 4:00 p.m. Tel: 306.933.0138 
 kevin@hursh.ca

CSDCS Office Adele Buettner, General Manager 
Bay 6A - 3602 Taylor Street East AgriBiz Communications Corp. 
Saskatoon, SK  S7H 5H9 P: 306.975.6624 
 F: 306.244.4497

Return undeliverable Canadian address to the above address.
Canadian Publications Agreement Number 41379547

41379547


