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Message from the Chair
Darren Yungmann
Hello fellow
Canary seed
growers.

In this Issue
CSDCS Board of Directors....... 2
Annual General Meeting
Announcement........................2
Nominations Open for
CSDCS Directors.......................3
Executive Director’s Report.....4
What Moisture Content is
Considered Dry for
Canary Seed?...........................4
Canary Seed Market
Outlook....................................5
Crop Protection Product
Registrations on Canary Seed
Grown for Human
Consumption...........................6
Registered Canary Seed
Buyers......................................7

Let me
introduce
myself. This is
my fifth year
as a board
member
with the Canary Seed Development
Commission of Saskatchewan and I
was honoured to be selected by the
board to serve as chair at our January
AGM. Thank you to our outgoing
chair, Lucas Sutherland, for all your
contributions to the board and CSDCS.
At the January 2020 AGM, the
board brought forward a resolution
to have Canary seed covered as
an insurable crop by the Canadian
Grain Commission. This received
overwhelming support and steps have
been taken to hopefully have this
change come to fruition by fall
of 2021.

My first year on the board was the
year Canary seed was approved
for human consumption in Canada
and the United States. Since this
authorization was granted, the board
has worked on a variety of challenges
such as soliciting a marketing company
to identify future market and branding
opportunities; enlisting the services
of a professional to address the label
extension of herbicides, fungicides
and pesticides for human use Canary
seed; identifying shelf life for storage;
and stability testing for flour and
groats. We have addressed most of
these barriers and are on the verge of
getting some companies interested
in edible Canary seed product
development. Hopefully, we will see
our crop on store shelves soon.
The health benefits of Canary seed
include its high protein content, a
healthy oil profile and gluten free
protein make-up. These attributes
should lead to significant interest
within the food industry.
continued on next page
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Message from the Chair – continued from front page
In addition to addressing these new challenges, our breeder at the University
of Saskatchewan, Pierre Hucl, has done an excellent job improving the yields
of the hairless Canary seed varieties and developing the new yellow seed coat
variety, CDC Cibo. Bill May, at the Indian Head Agricultural Research Farm, has
been working on aphid thresholds, crop sequencing and identifying optimum
soil fertility. Additionally, Randy Kucher, from the University of Saskatchewan,
has been working on Canary seed disease issues. Thank you to these
individuals for their excellent ongoing work.
As we have successfully crossed some of the hurdles for food use Canary seed,
there is a building excitement around the board table. It has been frustrating
at times, as every step seems to move at a snail’s pace, but I feel we are on the
right track. Big things are on the horizon for our Canary seed producers.

AGM Announcement
AGM Tentatively Scheduled for
Monday, January 11, 2021
Planning for the next annual meeting of the Canary Seed Development
Commission of Saskatchewan has been difficult due to the uncertainty
caused by the COVID-19 pandemic. Each commission is required to have
an AGM; however, a normal gathering in a regular meeting room is not
likely feasible. The most likely scenario is a few Canary seed producers
gathered in a room exercising social distancing with other producers
joining remotely.
At this point, the regulations governing the commission do not allow
for remote participation, but we anticipate this will be changed before
January, 2021.
The likely time for the AGM is Monday, January 11, 2021; nevertheless,
it could be adjusted by a day or two so that various commissions can
collaborate on the technical logistics of digital meetings.
Stay tuned for more information in the winter newsletter that will
come to you in December. Also watch for information on
www.canaryseed.ca.

Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan

Nominations Open for Directors
Nomination Deadline – October 7, 2020 at 12:00 p.m.
Nominations are being accepted for four director
positions on the board of the Canary Seed
Development Commission of Saskatchewan (CSDCS).
Directors serve a three-year term and are eligible
for re-election for one further term. The CSDCS
board consists of up to seven elected directors who
represent all Saskatchewan Canary seed producers
and direct the operations and programs of the CSDCS.
Directors are not paid a salary; however, they do
receive a per diem for the actual days spent on
CSDCS business. Expenses are also reimbursed.
CSDCS directors attend approximately five regular
board meetings per year and are sometimes called
upon to represent the CSDCS at meetings and
major conferences that help shape the Canary seed
industry. The total time commitment is typically
fewer than six days per year.
To stand for office, nominate, or vote, a person
must be a registered producer with the CSDCS. A
registered Canary seed producer is any producer who
has had a Saskatchewan Canary seed levy deducted
in the last three years, and who has not requested a
refund in the last year of levy payment. All producers
selling Saskatchewan-grown Canary seed to
registered buyers are automatically registered with
the CSDCS.
A registered producer that is a corporation,
association, society, farming partnership, or producer
who has sold jointly with another individual or

individuals, or any designation other than an
individual, is entitled to nominate, vote and hold
office through a designated representative who
has been appointed in writing. Completion of a
Designated Voting Representative Form is required.
Nomination forms as well as Designated Voting
Representative forms are available from the CSDCS
office via telephone at 306.975.6624. Nomination
forms are also available for download at
www.canaryseed.ca.
Completed forms must be received by the
Returning Officer no later than 12:00 p.m. (noon)
on Wednesday, October 7, 2020. Nomination
forms must be signed by three registered Canary
seed producers and Designated Voting Rep forms
must be provided if Canary seed was not sold in
the individual’s name. You may want four or five
signatures in case someone who signs isn’t actually
registered. It’s also important to send forms in
well before October 7, 2020 so any issues can be
addressed before the deadline.
The Returning Officer’s contact information,
including email, fax and phone number, is included
on the nomination form and completed nominations
may be submitted by mail, email or fax.
An election, if required, will be held by mail-in ballot.
New directors officially assume their position after
the Annual General Meeting, which will be held in
Saskatoon, SK in January of 2021.
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Executive Director’s Report
Kevin Hursh

COVID-19 has affected many
facets of our lives. The Canary
Seed Development Commission
of Saskatchewan (CSDCS) Board
of Directors had scheduled its July
meeting in Saskatoon in order
to include a visit to Pierre Hucl’s
research plots at the University of
Saskatchewan’s Crop Development
Centre. Instead of a face-to-face
meeting in Saskatoon, the board
meeting was held via a Zoom call as the university is locked
down tight. Hucl says his plots look good, but we are unable
to inspect them at this time.
As mentioned elsewhere in this newsletter, the Annual
General Meeting in January is also likely to involve linking
participants in remotely.
Additionally, many research projects have been affected by
COVID-19. Bill May of Agriculture Canada at Indian Head is
the lead researcher on Canary seed agronomics. May says
his field work this summer is restricted to crop sequence
studies and rotations. Canary seed is included in two of the
crop sequence studies and one rotation study. He is also
collecting samples of Canary seed that he hopes to run on
the Canadian Light Source synchrotron to further study the
where and when of chloride development in Canary seed
during growth.

CSDCS participates with a number of other minor acreage
crops in an initiative called the Diverse Field Crop Cluster.
The food-related research at Agriculture Canada in
Winnipeg has not proceeded and the lab work will be
pushed forward to future years due to the pandemic.
Fortunately, COVID-19 does not seem to have hampered
efforts to get Canary seed into the Canada Grain Act and
subject to the same licencing and bonding provisions (producer
payment protection) as most other crops. The Canadian Grain
Commission is working on this initiative and has been doing
consultations on the grading structure for the crop.
The CSDCS has firmly stated the desire to avoid having
grading issues hamper crop marketing. With this in mind,
the Canadian Grain Commission has developed a grading
proposal that would only take factors such as heated seed,
mouse excrement and ergot into account. This is the same
short list of factors that buyers already monitor.
Nevertheless, the wheels turn slowly and there will be
another year without producer payment protection. The
proposed timeline for having Canary seed included in the
Act is August 1, 2021.
Please note that nominations are open for director positions
and watch for further information on the January AGM. In
the meantime, here’s hoping that everyone has a safe and
bountiful harvest and that we enjoy profitable prices.

What Moisture Content is Considered Dry
for Canary Seed?
Kevin Hursh
Every year, especially in years with a late harvest, the
question arises regarding what moisture content is
considered dry for Canary seed. The best answer is:
whatever your buyer says as buyers can differ significantly
on what moisture content they will accept.
Many years ago, there was no official conversion table for
Canary seed on the standard moisture testers. At that time,
a flax chart was used.
In more recent times, the Canadian Grain Commission
has published a Canary seed conversion table as a service

to the industry. The table is accurate; however, since the
Canadian Grain Commission does not yet regulate Canary
seed, there is no stipulation as to what’s dry, what’s tough
and what’s damp.
In its publication on harvesting specialty crops, the
Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture lists 13 per cent for
safe storage of Canary seed. While this is a useful guideline,
it is important to know what your buyers want. They may
have parameters that differ from the 13 per cent guideline.
Furthermore, some buyers still prefer to use the flax chart.
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Canary Seed Market Outlook
Chuck Penner, LeftField Commodity Research
Earlier in 2020 when Canary seed bids
were closing in on 30 cents per pound,
there were all kinds of predictions that
seeded area would skyrocket in spring.
While there are always questions
about StatsCan’s estimates (especially
for Canary seed), it appears farmers
haven’t all jumped on the Canary seed
bandwagon. According to StatsCan,
268,000 acres of Canary seed were
planted this spring. That’s higher than
last year, but only by 5%, and hardly an
unusually big acreage base.
In general, the Canary seed crop is
looking positive, so far in 2020, with
the Sask Ag crop ratings at 60% good
or excellent as of mid-July. That’s on
par with the 10-year average and
better than last year at only 40% good/
exc. This type of crop rating suggests
the 2020 yield could end up close to
average and that would mean a 145150,000 tonne crop, roughly the same
as last year.

Another positive aspect for Canary
seed has been the solid export pace
in 2019/20, as the slower global
economy hasn’t had a noticeable
effect on birdseed demand. In fact,
prices for most other birdseed
ingredients such as millet, sunflowers
and Niger seed have all been rallying
lately, which means the overall
sector is strong. Canadian Canary
seed exports to key customers such
as Mexico, the European Union and
Indonesia have all increased so far in
2019/20, compared to the previous
year. Even if demand slows slightly in
2020/21, Canadian supplies will be
drawn down to low levels again.
There’s always some guesswork in
figuring out actual supplies of Canary
seed, but we expect the 30 cent bids
earlier this year drew some of the
long-lost supplies out of farmers’ bins,
which means there aren’t as many
“phantom supplies” out there. With
the actual carryover from 2019/20
on the low side, supplies in 2020/21

will also be limited and could result
in ending stocks next year as low, or
lower than, the current year.
Old-crop Canary seed bids have come
off last year’s highs but that’s fairly
normal seasonal behaviour. The
stronger indication is coming from a
rally in new-crop prices, which suggest
buyers are getting a little concerned
about available supplies and are
choosing to build up a little more
coverage for 2020/21. This new-crop
strength also indicates that the modest
StatsCan acreage number is close to
traders’ expectations.
The bottom line is that it’s becoming
clearer that 2020 acreage and
production expectations are more
subdued than earlier predictions. As
long as overseas demand remains on
par with 2019/20 levels, supplies are
going to tighten up further. This raises
the possibility - but not certainty - that
bids in 2020/21 could match or exceed
this year’s highs.
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Crop Protection Product Registrations on Canary
Seed Grown for Human Consumption
Kevin Hursh
Ron Pidskalny of Strategic Vision Consulting has been
navigating the complicated world of crop protection
registrations on behalf of the Canary Seed Development
Commission of Saskatchewan. Many products are
registered for use on Canary seed but, until now, the
list has not included Canary seed marketed for human
consumption.
While only a tiny amount of Canary
seed is going to the human food market
at present, ensuring proper product
registrations now is significant for future
market development.
Through Pidskalny’s efforts, many of
the major chemistries - if not specific
products - now have this label extension.
One major registration missing from the

list is pre-harvest glyphosate where no further minor use
label expansions are being accepted. However, a significant
number of other product registrations are still being
pursued.
Pidskalny is also working on some brand-new product
registrations for both the birdseed and human food
markets.

Active Ingredients Registered (labelled) for Use
on Canary Seed Grown for Human Consumption
Herbicides
Active ingredient
Product Name
clopyralid/MCPA ester
Curtail M
clopyralid/MCPA ester + fluroxypyr Prestige XC
clopyralid/ fluroxypyr/ MCPA ester Prestige XL Herbicide
pyraflufen-ethyl/ 2,4-D ester
BlackHawk Herbicide
triallate
Avadex MicroActiv Herbicide
Fungicides (foliar)
Active ingredient
propiconazole1

Product Name
Tilt 250E Fungicide

Fungicides (seed treatment)
Active ingredient
Product Name
fluxapyroxad/ metalaxyl/
Insure Cereal FX
pyraclostrobin/ triticonazole
Insecticides
Active ingredient
dimethoate
dimethoate
dimethoate
malathion
malathion

Product Name
Cygon 480-AG Systemic Insecticide
Cygon 480 EC Systemic Insecticide
Lagon 480E Insecticide
Fyfanon 50% Emulsifiable Concentrate
Malathion 85E

1 Syngenta Canada Inc. owns the propiconazole data package and would have to
allow the PMRA to access the data package to register any generic product brand of
propiconazole. Syngenta will not permit the release of the data package to competitors.
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Registered Canary Seed Buyers
These are companies registered with Levy Central for the collection of Canary seed levy. The
licencing and bonding provisions of the Canadian Grain Commission for producer payment
protection do not apply to Canary seed. Below is the active buyer list as of December 11, 2019.
Agricom International Inc
213-828 Harbourside Dr
North Vancouver BC V7P 3R9
T: 604-983-6922
Agritel Grain Ltd
PO Box 808
Beausejour MB R0E 0C0
T: 204-268-1415
F: 204-268-3805
All Commodities (AC)
Trading Ltd
1600 2 Mile Road
Winnipeg MB R2N 4K1
T: 204-339-8001
F: 204-339-8002
Alliance Pulse Processors Inc
DBA A G T Foods Canada
6200 East Primrose Green Dr
Regina SK S4V 3L7
T: 306-525-4490
F: 306-525-4463
Besco Grain Ltd
PO Box 1390
Carman MB R0G 0J0
T: 204-745-3662
F: 204-745-2965
Bornhorst Seeds Ltd
PO Box 71
St Gregor SK S0K 3X0
T: 306-366-2158
F: 306-366-2220
Broadgrain Commodities Inc
900-18 King St E
Toronto ON M5C 1C4
T: 416-504-0070 ext 326
F: 416-504-0080
CanPulse Foods Ltd
100-318 Wellman Lane
Saskatoon SK S7T 0J1
T: 306-931-7775
F: 306-931-7850
Clancy Seeds Ltd
153 1st St SE PO Box 637
Carrot River SK S0E 0L0
T: 306-768-3566
F: 306-768-3599

Commodious Trading Inc
1205 Maple Rd
North Saanich BC V8L 5P7
T: 250-642-7807
F: 250-483-6499

Prime Seeds International Inc
502-535 Thurlow St
Vancouver BC V6E 3L2
T: 604-998-3231
F: 604-990-2520

D G Global West
8427 160th St
Surrey BC V4N 0V6
T: 604-597-5060
F: 604-597-4933

Purely Canada Foods
PO Box 56
Lajord, SK S0G 2V0
T: 306-721-7771

Export Packers Co Ltd
107 Walker Dr
Brampton ON L6T 5K5
T: 905-792-9700 ext 4240
F: 905-792-7421
Fill-More Seeds Inc
PO Box 70
Fillmore SK S0G 1N0
T: 306-722-3353
F: 306-722-3328
Globeways Canada Inc
2570 Matheson Blvd E
Mississauga ON L4W 4Z3
T: 905-712-1010 ext 221
F: 647-439-1335
GrainEx International Ltd
108 Broadway St PO Box 7
Sedley SK S0G 4K0
T: 306-885-2288
F: 306-885-2039
Maviga N A Inc
209-845 Broad St
Regina SK S4R 8G9
T: 306-721-8900
Natural Specialty Crops
Co U L C
RR 2 PO Box 4 LCD Main
Regina SK S4P 2Z2
T: 306-522-2293
F: 204-480-4533
Paterson Grain
22nd Floor 333 Main St
Winnipeg MB R3C 4E2
T: 204-956-2090
F: 204-947-2386

Rudy Agro Ltd
PO Box 100
Outlook SK S0L 2N0
T: 306-867-8667
F: 306-867-8290
S S Johnson Seeds Ltd
PO Box 3000
Arborg MB R0C 0A0
T: 204-376-5228
F: 204-376-2201
Scoular Canada Ltd
1110-10201 Southport Rd SW
Calgary AB T2W 4X9
T: 587-349-5077
Seaboard Special Crops
205-2595 Quance St E
Regina SK S4V 2Y8
T: 306-565-3917
F: 306-565-3912
SNTAJ Inc
1503-49 Thorncliffe P D R
Toronto ON M4H 1J6
T: 205-304-3769
F: 207-447-1173
Soraj Holdings Inc
12236 72nd Ave
Surrey BC V3W 2M2
T: 778-723-0700
Victoria Pulse Trading Corp
600-850 West Hastings St
Vancouver BC V6C 1E1
T: 604-733-1094
F: 604-733-1097
Viterra Inc.
2625 Victoria Ave
Regina SK S4T 7T9
Contact local facility
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THE CANARY SEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MISSION:
To coordinate research and market use expansion for the advancement of the
Canary seed industry for the benefit of growers and other stakeholders.
The Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan
was established in 2006 under the Agri-Food Act, 2004.
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