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Mandate

THE CSDCS VISION

THE CSDCS MISSION

Improved Canary seed profitability through
increased market diversity and crop innovation.

To coordinate research and market use expansion
for the advancement of the Canary seed industry
for the benefit of growers and other stakeholders.

The Canary Seed Development Commission
of Saskatchewan was established in 2006
under the Agri-Food Act, 2004 to represent
Saskatchewan's Canary seed growers.
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Agenda
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CSDCS Annual General Meeting
& Information Session
Thursday, December 14, 2023

10:30 a.m. Annual Business Meeting 

12:30 p.m. Lunch featuring various alpiste foods prepared by the
 

9:00 a.m. Doors open. Coffee and snacks provided.

9:30 a.m. Opening Comments

11:30 a.m. Market Outlook for Canary Seed & Competing Crops

 
9:45 a.m. Canary Seed Breeding Priorities

11:00 a.m. Fungicides and Canary Seed

 Darren Yungmann, Chair

Adam Carter, Crop Development Centre

Call to Order
Approve/Amend Agenda
Approval of December, 14, 2022 Annual Meeting Minutes  
Election Results
CSDCS Activity Report
Financial Review 
Budget for 2023-2024 Crop Year
Resolutions
New Business
Adjourn Annual Business Meeting

Bill May, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada, Indian Head

Chuck Penner, LeftField Commodity Research

Atlas Hotel chef and a sampling of alpiste beer
created by 9 Mile Legacy Brewing



Motions to be Presented
CSDCS Annual Business Meeting
Thursday, December 14, 2023

That the agenda of the December 14, 2023 CSDCS Annual
Business Meeting be approved as presented.

That the minutes of the December 14, 2022 CSDCS Annual
Business Meeting be approved as presented.

To appoint an Audit Chair.

That the CSDCS audited financial statements for the year ending
July 31, 2023 be approved as presented.

That the CSDCS appoint Lingard + Dreger as auditor for the year
ending July 31, 2024.

That the State of the Industry report be approved as presented.
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Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan
Annual Business Meeting - December 2022
MINUTES

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
Ramada Plaza, Regina as well as via Zoom

1.

2.
 

3.
 

4.
 

Approval of Agenda

Motion #1: To approve the agenda as presented.
Justin Korte/David Nobbs/Carried

Approval of Minutes

Motion #2: That the minutes of the January 10, 2022 annual general meeting be approved as
presented.
Rick Lindsay/Chad Haskey/Carried

Election Results

The Returning Officer’s Report for the director election process was presented in full in the most
recent Canary Seed News newsletter and posted on the canaryseed.ca website. 

There were two positions vacant. No nomination packages were submitted to the returning
officer. In addition, both Chad Haskey and Stewart Lawrence will not be seeking re-election
again which results in four board positions available. 

The current board members include Justin Korte, Rick Lindsay, David Nobbs, Jim Hale and
Darren Yungmann.
 
Yungmann welcomed producers to consider being on the board, thanked Haskey and Lawrence
for their years of service and concluded by introducing the staff. 

CSDCS Activity Review

Hursh provided an overview of the CSDCS’s activities:
Bill May of AAFC’s agronomy work
ADOPT projects funded by Saskatchewan Agriculture
Work on crop protection registrations by Ron Pidskalny of Strategic Vision Consulting
New variety development by Pierre Hucl at Crop Development Centre
Herbicide screening research through ADF by Pierre Hucl
Food research work through Diverse Field Crop Cluster is nearly complete
Promising discussions on getting alpiste into retail stores
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5.

6.

Darren Yungmann covered the broad objectives of the commission:
Higher yielding glabrous varieties
Improved weed control options
More registered fungicides
Better agronomic insights
Encouraging human food consumption
Communication with growers

Motion #3: To approve the State of the Industry report as presented.
Stuart Lawrence/David Nobbs/Carried

Financial Review
Motion #4: That Rick Lindsay is appointed Audit Chair for 2022-2023.
Justin Korte/Chad Haskey/Carried

Kevin Hursh presented the audited financials for the year ending July 31, 2022. 

Motion #5: That the Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan’s audited financial
statements for the year ending July 31, 2022 be approved as presented.
David Nobbs/Stuart Lawrence/Carried

Kevin Hursh presented the 2023-2024 budget.

Motion #6: That the Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan appoints Lingard
+ Dreger as auditor for the year ending July 31, 2023.
Chad Haskey/Rick Lindsay/Carried

Resolutions

Both Stuart Lawrence and David Nobbs spoke to the rationale of increasing the levy, citing cost
increases and static production as reasons. Levy has not changed since the inception of the
Commission in 2006. Lawrence first spoke to the resolution, stating if the resolution is accepted,
CSDCS would be more than wheat and canola on a per-acre basis but less than pulse crops and
mustard. He noted the levy increase would generate approximately $80-$90K in revenue for
CSDCS which would eliminate the deficit and potentially support additional research efforts and/or 

Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan
Annual Business Meeting - December 2022
MINUTES
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Wednesday, December 14, 2022
Ramada Plaza, Regina as well as via Zoom



 

7.

8.

the advancement of alpiste for food use. Nobbs supported the comments provided by Lawrence
and added that we need to support alpiste getting into the market as it is a healthy seed and holds
potential for the crop and producers in Saskatchewan. There was a suggestion from the floor that
the levy should increase beyond the proposed $2.50 per tonne, but, ultimately, the resolution was
not amended and a vote was called.

Motion #7: Be it resolved that the Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan
(CSDCS) request a levy increase from the Saskatchewan Agri-Food Council. Whereas
Saskatchewan Canary seed producers currently pay a levy of $1.75 per tonne, the new levy
would be $2.50 a tonne effective August 1, 2023.

Stewart Lawrence/David Nobbs/Carried  (In favour: 19 present and 2 on Zoom. Opposed: none.)

New Business
No new business.

Adjourn Meeting at 11:15 a.m.
Motion #8: To adjourn the December 14, 2022 CSDCS Annual Business Meeting.
Lane Stockbrugger

Note: 
Prior to the annual business meeting, Chuck  Penner of LeftField Commodity Research provided
a market outlook for Canary seed and competing crops. Following the annual business meeting,
Pierre Hucl reviewed new Canary seed varieties and herbicide options and Kevin Hursh
moderated an agronomy panel featuring Darren Yungmann, Brett Sinclair, Chris Brown and Bill
May.

Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan
Annual Business Meeting - December 2022
MINUTES

Wednesday, December 14, 2022
Ramada Plaza, Regina as well as via Zoom
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2023-2024 DRAFT BUDGET 

Projected Revenues
 
Producer Check-off 
Fees 
Refunds 
Interest and Other Income  

Total Projected Income 

Projected Expenditures

Research Projects
Agronomy (May) - Macro & Micro Nutrients 
CDC Breeding (Hucl) 
CDC ADF (Hucl)  
New Uses Research 
Total Research Expenses 
 
Communications
Annual Meeting 
Newsletter 
Websites 
Total Communication Expenses 

Director Per Diem and Expenses 
Director Expenses 
Director Per Diems 
Total Director Expenses 

Administration 
Bank Charges  
Board Meeting Expenses  
Bookkeeping  
Election 
Insurance
Legal and Audit Fees 
Management 
Management Expenses 
Memberships/Subscriptions 
Office Expense 
Office Rent 
Service Contract - Levy Central  
Total Administration Expenses 
 
Total Expenditures 

Surplus (Deficit) for the Year

Budget 

350,000
(24,000)

10,000

$ 336,000

8,000
8,000
1,500

$ 17,500

4,000
10,000

$ 14,000

700
4,500

10,000
1,000
2,000
7,000

55,000
1,000

300
3,500
4,000
7,800

$ 96,800

$ 245,300

$ 90,700

20,000
85,000
10,000

2,000
$ 117,000
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Total 

Payee List
August 1, 2022 - July 31, 2023

Personal Services (Threshold $2,500)
Sinclair, B. - Per Diem  
Korte, J - Per Diem 
Lindsay, R. - Per Diem  
Nobbs, David - Per Diem  
Hale, J. - Per Diem  
Yungmann, D. - Per Diem 
Kress, M. -Per Diem  
Haskey, C - Per Diem 
Lawrence, S. - Per Diem
Total Honorariums  

Sinclair, B. - Reimbursement for Expenses 
Korte, J. - Reimbursement for Expenses 
Lindsay, R - Reimbursement for Expenses 
Nobbs, D. - Reimbursement for Expenses
Hale, J - Reimbursement for Expenses 
Yungmann, D. - Reimbursement for Expenses
Kress, M. - Reimbursement for Expenses
Haskey, C. - Reimbursement for Expenses
Lawrence, S. - Reimbursement for Expenses
Total Reimbursements 
 

Total Personal Services 

1,000
1,200
1,800
1,800
1,400
2,400

400
1,800

800
$ 12,600

517
373

1,839
599

1,336
538
325
427
537

$ 6,490

$ 19,090

Other Payments (Threshold $20,000) 
Refunds 
Other - Levy Central Contract  
Total Other Payments 25,090 

Extension (Threshold $5,000) 

Supplier Payments (Threshold $20,000) 

Research and Development (Threshold $5,000) 

Saskatoon FastPrint 
Strategic Vision Consulting 
Misc. payments under $5,000 
Total Extension 

AgriBiz Communications 
Hursh Consulting & Communications 
Misc. payments under $20,000 
Total Supplier Payments 

Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada 
N.E. Research Farm 
University of Saskatchewan 
DFCC Diverse Field Crops Cluster 
Total Research and Development 

20,000
24,320
95,000
1,678

$  140,998

4,240
3,178
9,143

$ 16,561

26,436
27,519
36,902

$  90,857

4,020
7,791

$  11,811

$ 279,317
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Message from the Chair
Darren Yungmann

As we wrap up another fall, we look forward to next year and reflect
on the year that was. 

The Canary Seed Development Commission of Saskatchewan
members around our board table had varying crop results. I feel for
those who were shy of moisture and those who had to battle
extreme grasshopper infestations. There are some whose yields
were remarkable, considering the amount of rain we did receive.
This season’s smoky conditions must have played a part in better-
than-expected outcomes.

We welcome two new board members to our group. Marvin Kress
from Odessa brings representation from the Southeast and Brett
Sinclair joins us from Rosetown. Both bring a passion for growing
Canary seed and we look forward to working with them.

Our seed breeder from the University of Saskatchewan, Pierre
Hucl, will be passing the torch to Adam Carter. The CSDCS thanks
Pierre for his many years of service in the advancements we have
seen in improved Canary seed varieties. Adam’s strong
background will ensure the breeding program moves forward
without a hitch.

Bill May, our agronomy researcher from the Agriculture and Agri-
Food Canada research facility in Indian Head, continues to work on
a variety of projects. Going forward, we will be turning our focus to
the use of fungicides. Hopefully, we can identify the benefits of
different chemistries.

I’d like to thank the growers at last year’s AGM for unanimously
supporting our proposal to raise the levy on Canary seed to
$2.50/tonne. Our board is confident the extra revenue will enable
us to further improve the prospect of our crop in the future. 

Best of luck to all next year!
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Management Report
Kevin Hursh, Executive Director
Adele Buettner, General Manager

Going forward, the financial outlook for the CSDCS is much
improved with the levy increasing from $1.75 per tonne to $2.50
per tonne as of August 1, 2023. In recent years, commission
reserves have been steadily reduced as levy income was
insufficient to cover breeding and agronomy work along with
administration and communication costs.

The levy increase was approved unanimously by producers
attending the December 2022 AGM and was subsequently
approved by Agri-Food Council. The levy remains mandatory, but
refundable. At $2.50 per tonne, the levy is 0.113 cents per pound. 

The biggest single expenditure helps support Canary seed
breeding at the University of Saskatchewan’s Crop Development
Centre in Saskatoon. Long-time wheat and Canary seed breeder
Pierre Hucl is easing into retirement and we’re pleased to
welcome a new breeder, Adam Carter, to the role. The CSDCS
was pleased to be included in the process for evaluating
candidates for the position.

In this report a year ago, we noted a significant discrepancy in the
Canary seed exports reported by Statistics Canada versus the
levy collected on Canary seed sales. Statistics Canada was
consistently reporting larger exports than what levy collection
indicated. The problem was with Statistics Canada's methodology
and appears to be resolved. The numbers are now lining up. 

Unfortunately, seeded acreage estimates issued by Statistics
Canada still seem to be problematic. The agency reported an
acreage drop for 2023 while Saskatchewan Crop Insurance noted
a small acreage increase. Not all Canary seed is insured, but
insured acres act as a proxy for total acres.

The next focus for agronomy work will be fungicides. Bill May of
Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada at Indian Head notes that a
fungicide application to Canary seed is often beneficial, but only
one chemistry is actually registered. We need to know what
products are effective and work to get registrations. Our consultant
on the complicated world of registrations is Ron Pidskalny.
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Regrettably, there have been no big breakthroughs in getting de-
hulled glabrous Canary seed (alpiste) into the human food market.
Brennan Wiens and his partners at Herschel are de-hulling Canary
seed and making some limited sales. Mark Picard of InfraReady
Foods in Saskatoon is promoting alpiste as a sesame seed
replacement to domestic and international companies but hasn’t
landed any major sales. Upon request of CSDCS, 9 Mile Legacy
Brewing of Saskatoon is experimenting with alspite beer that will
be sampled at the December AGM in Regina.  

The Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture’s final crop report for
2023 pegged the province-wide yield of Canary seed at 982
pounds per acre with a low of 507 pounds in the southwest region
to a high of 1231 pounds in northeast Saskatchewan. The 10-year
average yield for the province is 1138 pounds.

Year over year, most crop prices have dropped, but that isn’t the
case with Canary seed. Last October, Canary seed prices were in
the 40 cents a pound range. This October, the price is in the 45
cents a pound range, making Canary seed a competitive cropping
option as we head towards the 2024 growing season.

Check out www.canaryseed.ca and www.alpistecanada.ca for
ongoing developments.
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