
We hope everyone will
attend our 2010 Annual
General Meeting, which is

scheduled for the Monday after-
noon (January 11) of Crop
Production Week in the Courtyard
Room of the Saskatoon Inn. (See
CDCS AGM Agenda on Page 5.)

Bill May, Crop Management
Agronomist at the Agriculture and
Agri-Food Canada Indian Head
Research Farm, is a leading expert
on weed control and fertilizer use in
canaryseed. This widely-published
scientist recently completed a
three-year study with funding from
CDCS on the response of canary-
seed to KCl. He will open the meet-
ing presenting practical agronomic
advice and answering producer
questions. 

A major goal of the CDCS is acquir-
ing human food approval for
canaryseed and, eventually, a
market niche. The project to help us

realize this goal is piloted by Dr.
Carol Ann Patterson. (See report on
Page 6 ). In addition to an update
on the safety assessment and mar-
keting components of her work, Dr.
Patterson will report on her research
into existing human food uses.
Canaryseed is actually being used
as a medicinal tea by some people.

Even with the drop in 2009 produc-
tion, canaryseed prices have not
exactly zoomed higher. What's hap-
pening in the marketplace? We're
pleased to have Greg Kostal of
Kostal Ag Consulting in Winnipeg to
provide a market outlook. In addi-
tion to canaryseed, his presentation
will examine the outlook for other
crops such as durum and barley.

Check out www.cropweek.com for
the agendas on all the Crop Week
meetings. We're working on our own
canaryseed website. It will be
www.canaryseed.ca.  We will keep
you posted.
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Kurtis Nunweiler

I have been farming with my father for
the past 11 years. We seed a variety of
crops including durum, lentils, peas,
canola, and canaryseed. The last few
years we have been continuous crop-
ping, seeding 7000 acres. 

Our family farm began in 1911 and I am
the fourth generation. My grandfather, Rienhold Nunweiler was involved
with Allstate Grain Company which was instrumental in bringing canary-
seed into the province, selling it as seed, and buying it back from farm-
ers. Allstate was sold in 1986. We began seeding canaryseed in 1973,
and in 1975 we had nearly 2500 seeded acres of canaryseed, much of
which became seed for other farmers.

The farm began in Eatonia, and later, land in Kindersley and Elrose was
added. After many years of moving machinery back and forth, it
proved to be easier to set up two separate farms. Our current farm is
located between Elrose and Rosetown, and my uncle remains farming
in Eatonia and Kindersley. 

Before I started farming, I received diplomas in business administration
and marketing and I worked at different seed plants and elevators until
I started farming full time. These experiences really sparked an interest
and passion in carrying on the family farm.  

I have been a director for the Canaryseed Commission of
Saskatchewan since its inception, and I am also a councillor for the RM
of Monet.  

Three years ago I married Susan, who is a teacher. We both enjoy trav-
elling when we have the opportunity to do so.

Andrew Schaefer
Chair
Box 51
Riceton, SK   S0G 4E0
Tel:  306-738-4806
asfarm@imagewireless.ca

Glenn Byrnes
Vice-Chair
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Eston, SK   S0L 1A0
Tel:  306-962-4990
gbyrnes@agraprocessing.com

Jack Carlson
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jcarlson@sasktel.net

Larry Frisky
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Kurtis Nunweiler
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Rosetown, SK   S0L 2V0
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Vince Walker
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vince@walkerseeds.ca
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Bill May
Box 760
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51 Campus Drive
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With the extremely late harvest in many areas, a number of producers have been asking what moisture content is
considered dry for canaryseed.

Many years ago, there was no official conversion table for canaryseed on the standard moisture testers. At that
time, a flax chart was sometimes used.

In more recent times, the Canadian Grain Commission has published a canaryseed conversion table as a service
to the industry. The table is accurate, but since the Canadian Grain Commission doesn't regulate canaryseed,
there's no stipulation as to what's dry, what's tough and what's damp.

In its publication on harvesting specialty crops, the Saskatchewan Ministry of Agriculture lists 13 per cent for safe
storage of canaryseed. While this is a useful guideline, it's important to know what your buyers want. They may
have parameters that differ from the 13 per cent guideline. 

What's dry for canaryseed?

By Kevin Hursh

Canada’s Share of World Canaryseed Exports 2008
Source:  Statistical Overview of the Canadian Special Crops Industry 2008,

Special Crops Section, Agriculture and Agri-Food Canada

*: Based on most recent information available.
Source:  Global Trade Atlas, May 2009
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Producers won't see any differences, but behind the scenes there's a change happening in the
levy collection of many crops including canaryseed. Early in the new calendar year, Levy Central
operations will move from the Saskatchewan Canola Development Commission to the Agriculture

Council of Saskatchewan. 

SaskCanola has run Levy Central for many years, collecting the levy from grain buyers and submitting it
to the respective development commissions. In addition to the Canaryseed Development Commission
of Saskatchewan, Levy Central has performed this role for Canola, Flax, Winter Cereals, Mustard and
Oats.

Saskatchewan Pulse Growers does their own levy collection and has not been using the services of
Levy Central. For wheat and barley sold through the Canadian Wheat Board, the Western Grains
Research Foundation deducts a levy from final payments.

SaskCanola doesn't want to administer Levy Central anymore. It's not the core function of a develop-
ment commission. That sent all the commissions including Canola looking for a way to continue the
service. Obviously, it makes sense to have one organization doing levy collection for a number of com-
missions. If each commission tried to do its own, the cost would be horrendous. The necessary comput-
er software itself is a big expense. 

All the executive directors from the various commissions got together to ponder the options. We could-
n't come up with any private sector companies that would want to take the project as a business.
Setting up a separate organization with ownership by each of the commissions would involve a great
deal of development and detract from the research and development work the commissions need to
be doing.

In a stroke of brilliance, Linda Braun, executive director of the Saskatchewan Flax Development
Commission came up the idea of approaching Agriculture Council of Saskatchewan. ACS is best
known for being the funding conduit for government programs. It is currently administering the new
CAAP (Canadian Agricultural Adaptation Program). Previously it administered ACAAF funding.

ACS is a non-profit industry organization made up of 35 provincial agriculture and agri-food organiza-
tions. They were looking for additional work and they had the physical space to accommodate staff
from Levy Central. 

To make a long story short, the current staff from Levy Central will move across the street from the
SaskCanola office in Innovation Place to the offices of ACS. The database and specialized software
program will also be transferred. 

The cost of levy collection should remain about the same and the same knowledgeable people have
been retained to work with buyers on levy collection and submission.

Changes at Levy Central
4
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Crop Production Week
Saturday January 9 to Saturday January 16, 2010
(All events at the Saskatoon Inn unless otherwise noted.)

Saskatchewan Ag Grads Association - January 9 & 10
75th Anniversary Reunion TCU Place
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saskatchewan Flax Development Commission
January 11 - Flax Day 2010
“Industrial Sustainability - The Path Ahead”
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saskatchewan Winter Cereals Development
Commission - January 11
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Canaryseed Development Commission of
Saskatchewan - January 11
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saskatchewan Pulse Growers - Pulse Days 2010
AGM & Poster Session- January 11
Prairieland Park, Hall B
“Tools for Success” - January 12
Saskatoon Inn (Live) and Prairieland Park (Video)
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saskatchewan Oat Development Commission -
January 12
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saskatchewan Seed Growers Association - 
January 12 & 13
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------

Saskatchewan Mustard Development Commission -
January 13
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Canola Days
SaskCanola - January 13

Saskatchewan Canola Growers Association - 
January 14 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Canadian Wheat Board Day - January 15
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Saskatchewan Fruit Growers Association
January 15 & 16
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Special Session - Prairieland Park - Hall B
Wednesday January 13 - Everyone Welcome!
Beef on a Bun - 5:30 to 6:30 p.m.
Tickets at the Door - $14.75

Special Session Presentation-7:00 p.m. (No Charge)
Speaker Sponsored by RBC Royal Bank
The Politics and Policy Affecting Grain Prices
John Phipps - U.S. Ag Journalist and Farmer

Canaryseed Development Commission of Saskatchewan

1:00p.m. Registration

1:30p.m. Weed Control and Fertilizer Use
Bill May, Agriculture and Agri-Food 
Canada, Indian Head SK

2:00p.m. History of Canaryseed as a Human 
Food
Dr. Carol Ann Patterson, The Pathfinders 
Research & Management Ltd., 
Saskatoon SK

2:15p.m. Canaryseed Annual Business Meeting

2:45p.m. Coffee

3:15p.m. New Uses Project
Dr. Carol Ann Patterson, The Pathfinders 
Research & Management Ltd., 
Saskatoon SK

4:00p.m. Market Outlook:  Canaryseed vs. 
Competing Cereals
Greg Kostal, Kostal Ag Consulting
Winnipeg, MB

4:45p.m. Canaryseed Association of Canada 
Meeting

Annual General Meeting
Monday January 11, 2010

Courtyard Room, Saskatoon Inn
Agenda
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While the work forges
ahead to prove canary-
seed safe for human con-

sumption, another challenge is
looming ahead for the potential
canaryseed "food" industry: will
there be demand for a new cereal
grain in the market? 

That is one of the questions the
CDCS is trying to answer. Hodgins
and Company is investigating
potential food markets for glabrous
canaryseed to determine what
consumers and industry players are
looking for in terms of new ingredi-
ent benefits and characteristics. A
good understanding of the trends
in the food market is critical to tar-
geting potential niche markets. 

So what are some of these trends?

Consumers are now demanding
healthier products, value for
money, and novel or new prod-
ucts. Another trend becoming
prevalent in the food industry is the
convergence of food, health and
the environment. 

Consumers are looking to the food
industry for solutions to health
problems such as obesity and rising
chronic disease such as diabetes,
heart disease and cancer. They
want healthier foods for them-
selves and for their children but

also want assurances their
favourite products are benefiting
employees, the economy and the
planet. Think how popular the term
"carbon footprint" is becoming!

Product trends prevalent in 2009
will continue to dominate the mar-
ket in the next few years.

Health and Wellness: Breads,
grains, enriched breakfast cereals,
health enhanced teas and energy
drinks and healthy snack foods are
the main health and wellness food
products in North America. But
consumers are unwilling to sacrifice
taste so regardless of how healthy
a food is, if it doesn't taste good, a
consumer will not buy it again.

Convenience: Busy lifestyles trans-
late to consumers wanting foods
that can be consumed on-the-
go…for all meal occasions. 

Weight Management: Diet-related
foods are increasing in popularity
due to the rising incidence of obe-
sity. Beverages, formulated as
meal replacements, and bars, to
alleviate mid-day/evening hunger,
are rapidly gaining market share.  

"All Natural": In the mind of the
consumer "natural" is synonymous
with "healthy". Many food compa-
nies are reformulating foods and
adopting market strategies based

on this concept to assure con-
sumers that products are healthy
and safe. 

Environmental Sustainability:
Consumers not only want foods to
be healthy but want the product
and food company to be proac-
tively reducing their carbon foot-
print. Agricultural sustainability,
reduced use of water and electric-
ity, transportation and participa-
tion in free trade supply chains are
important issues for consumers
wanting "green"  products. 

Scientific Credibility: It is expected
that new healthy food ingredients
will have strong scientific credibili-
ty. The challenge lies in communi-
cating and marketing that science
effectively--to consumers, and for
ingredient suppliers, --to their cus-
tomers.

As summarized succinctly in the
Hodgins market report to the
CDCS the "…new expectation [in
the food industry] is an intercon-
nected supply chain that is com-
mitted to food safety, sustainability,
innovation, new product develop-
ment and satisfying customer
interests".

Dr. Carol Ann Patterson of The
Pathfinders Research and
Management Ltd. is piloting the novel
food project for the CDCS.

Trends in the Food Market

by Dr. Carol Ann Patterson
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7Canaryseed Registered Buyers

Agra Canex Ltd.
PO Box 669
Eston SK S0L 1A0
T:  866-962-4990
F:  306-962-4494

Agricom International Inc.
213-828 Harbourside Dr.
North Vancouver BC 
V7P 3R9
T:  604-983-6922
F:  604-983-6923

All Commodities (AC)
Trading Ltd.
70 Beaudry Bay
Winnipeg MB   R3X 1Y6
T:  204-339-8001
F:  204-339-8002

Alliance Pulse Processors
Inc.
PO Box 30029
Regina SK   S4N 7K9
T: 306-525-4490
F: 306-525-4463

Bornhorst Seeds Ltd.
PO Box 71
St. Gregor SK S0K 3X0
T:  306-366-2158
F:  306-366-2220

Clancy Seeds Ltd.
PO Box 637
153 1st Street SE
Carrot River SK S0E 0L0
T: 306-768-3566
F: 306-768-3599

Commodious Trading Inc.
1205 Maple Road North 
Saanich BC  V8L 5P7
T: 250-652-7807
F: 866-565-1027

Export Packers Co. Ltd.
107 Walker Drive
Brampton,ON L6T 5K5
T: 905-792-9700
F: 905-792-7421

FNA Foods
318- 111 Research Drive
Saskatoon SK S7K 3R2
T:  306-665-5044
F:  306-665-4513

Fill-More Seeds Inc.
PO Box 70
Fillmore SK S0G 1N0
T: 306-722-3353
F: 306-722-3328

Finora Inc.
8427 160th Street
Surrey BC V4N 0V6
T: 604-597-5060
F: 604-597-4933

Horizon Agro Inc.
RR1, Box 59
Morris MB R0G 1K0
T: 204-746-2026
F: 204-746-2343

JK Milling Canada Ltd.
540 - 355 Burrard Street
Vancouver BC V6C 2G6
T: 306-586-6111
F: 306-586-6122

Keyser Farms Ltd.
PO Box 339
Cupar SK S0G 0Y0
T: 306-723-4949
F: 306-723-4656

Keystone Grain Ltd.
PO Box 1236
Winkler MB R6W 4B3
T: 204-325-9555
F: 204-325-2240

Lakeside Global Grains
Inc.
PO Box 430
Wynyard SK S0A 4T0
T: 306-554-3030
F: 306-554-3010

Mavigna N.A., Inc.
209 - 845 Broad Street
Regina SK S4R 8G9
T: 306-721-8900
F: 306-721-8988

Naber Specialty Grains
Ltd.
PO Box 1390
Melfort SK  S0E 1A0
T: 306-752-4115
F: 306-752-2909

Parkland Pulse Grain Co.
Ltd.
PO Box 848
North Battleford SK 
S9A 2Z3
T: 306-445-4199
F: 306-445-1650

Parrish & Heimbecker,
Limited 
480, 220 - 4th Street S
Lethbridge AB T1J 4J7
T: 403-320-9440
F: 403-328-8561

Paterson Grain
22nd Floor, 333 Main
Street
Winnipeg MB  R3C 4E2
T:  204-956-2090
F:  204-947-2386

Prairie Pulse Inc.
PO Box 399
Vanscoy SK S0L 3J0
T: 306-249-9236
F: 306-249-9245

Prime Seeds International
Inc.
201 - 50 Lonsdale Avenue
North Vancouver BC 
V7M 2E6
T: 604-990-2500
F: 604-990-2520

Provalcid inc.
4572 Marie-Victorin
Varennes QC J3X 1P7
T: 877-652-3916
F: 450-652-7959

Roy Legumex Inc.
PO Box 40
St. Jean Baptiste MB 
R0G 2B0
T: 204-758-3597
F: 204-758-3260

S.S. Johnson Seeds Ltd.
PO Box 3000
Arborg MB R0C 0A0
T: 204-376-5228
F: 204-376-2201

Sedley Seeds (2007) Ltd.
PO Box 70
Sedley SK S0G 4K0
T: 306-885-4444
F: 306-885-2035

Simpson Seeds Inc.
PO Box 1136
Moose Jaw SK S6H 4P8
T: 306-693-2132
F: 306-693-4489

Ventures West Processors
Ltd. (dba Canpulse Foods)
PO Box 280
Kinderley SK S0L 1S0
T: 306-463-4444
F: 306-463-4494

Vigro Seed & Supply (A
Division of W.I.T.)
PO Box 97
Sedley SK S0G 4K0
T: 306-885-2144
F: 306-885-2249

Viterra Inc.
2625 Victoria Avenue
Regina SK S4T 7T9
T: 306-569-4026
F: 306-569-4424

Walker Seeds Ltd.
PO Box 2890
Tisdale SK S0E 1T0
T: 306-873-3777
F: 306-873-5997

Western Grain Trade Ltd.
9 - 2155 Airport Drive
Saskatoon SK S7L 6M5
T: 306-445-4022
F: 306-445-4033
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The Canaryseed Development Commission of Saskatchewan
was established in 2006 under the Agri-Food Act, 2004

Return undeliverable Canadian addresses to the above address. 
Canadian Publications Agreement Number 41379547.

CANARYSEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION OF SASKATCHEWAN (CDCS) 
& THE CANARYSEED ASSOCIATION OF CANADA (CAC)

Office Hours Kevin Hursh, Executive Director
Monday to Friday Hursh Consulting & Communications
8:30a.m. to 4:00p.m. Tel:  306.933.0138

kevin@hursh.ca
SMDC Office:
502 45 Street West, 2nd Floor Adele Buettner, General Manager
Saskatoon, SK  S7L 6H2 AgriBiz Communications Corp.

P: 306.975.6624
F: 306.244.4497

THE CANARYSEED DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MISSION:
To coordinate research and market use expansion for the advancement of
the canaryseed industry for the benefit of growers and other stakeholders.

The Canaryseed News
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